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Of Our. Troops. 


Sturéy but Unavaiiing Hesist- 


‘ance of the Rebels. 


LIST OF. CASUALTIES. 


. 
* 


Canp Barons Rickwonn, Thursday, June 26, 1662. 
, Whe field of the Seven Pines has been the scerie 


of another confit, Jess +hotly, contested, Jess. xan- 


guinary, but on the whole, more satisfactory in its 
results than the one with which the month opened. 


| NS longer the subjects of an unexpected attack, but 


advancing this time against the enemy, under the im- 

direction of the Commanding General, our’ 

troops have achieved a decided advantage, securing a 

pésition somewhat nearer Richmond, and leaving 

but a elfigie belt of forest between them and tha; 
oity, z 

PRELIMINARY MOVEUMENTS—THE WORK OF THE 

a Past MONTH. 

-ginco the taree Gaye battle with which the month 

openéd, there has been acarcely anything worthy the 

name of fighting ; and with the exception, perhaps, of 


the loss from picket firing, which has been heayy, our. 


list of casualties is less than for any similar period 
since the army.came upon the Peninsula, The time 
has beep improved by Gen. MoCiztias in making « 


new and better disposition of his troops—in procuring. 


reinforcements, and in strengthening his lines with s 
series of fieldworks, which have proved an effectual 
safeguard against such assaults es that from which 
reg ea TOC MEL ITE garmin 


¥ céntre and left of our 1éft wing, howe 


have been unceasing in their efforts 

sei apcaleweey ae meapltous huge ert 
7 against us with reconnoitering parties; which (last 
compliment we have returned in kind, though little 
attention has been'paia to thelr rather hatmiesé ef." 
| forts at.bréaking. up ourfcamps. None of theenemy’s 
efforts have been sufficient to disturb the plan of op- 
erations in progress, and finding them Loree 
more serious @fforts, Gen. McCra.iax, having 

time for preparation, seems to have de 


mined‘on a forward movement, partly te abodenation’ 


ter camping ground for our men, and partly for other 
purposes which will develop themselves in due time. 
THE; COUNTRY) BEFORE UB- 

In order ‘to niake any further advance up the ‘Wii- 
liamsburgh road, and the railroad, it was necessary to 
drive the rebels from the woads in front of us,. across 
the open space beyond, and out of ‘the rifie-pits on. its 
further side, exposed to thé danger of fire from patte- 
riés of uncertain strength, that might, be hidden by 
the wood. Owing to the nature of the ground, our 
superiority In artillery could be made’ of little avail 
to us, and any advantage gained must be by the direct 
contact of the infantry forces contesting the ground 
ineh by inch* and’ hand.’ But MoCistran' knows his 
men. “Williamsburgh and Seven Pines have shown 
with which army rests the supetiority in detérmina- 
tion and mettle. 

THE ORDER TO ADVANCE. 

On Wednesday the order came to advance in this 
direction, and by 7 in the mortiing of that day the 
corps Of fixtnréztman and Sumnek were under aris, 
every preperation being made atthe same time for a 
general engagement, should the movement provoke 
one. But the enemy showed no disposition to bring 
matters to an issue at this time. Their main reaist- 
ance was directed against the positien held by the 


troops of Hzrmtzziman, from’the railroed to the deft. 


along the line of the attack: on the forces of Geh. 
Casax. Here the battle raged in a series of detached 
through the day, Hooxzn’s Division being 
heavily engaged, and suffering most severely 
prenpacion y 
THE LINE OF, BATTLy, , 
At..7, o'clock the brigades, of this: div were, 
drawn up in line of battle on the sight of . 
Mamsburgh Road, a short distance beyond the && en, 
Pines, {see mep,} and from that tothe railroad ;. the 
First Massachusetts, Col, Roszat Cowpis, being de- 
eget skirmishera, the Second New-! 
Col, Mazston, 
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fl! rd ARRIVAL OF GEN, W’CLELLAW. 
For some time*..matters remained in statu que, a 
desultory firing being kept up, hewever, between 
‘the skirmishers on both sides. At about »1). o’clock. 
Gea. MoCieLLaN arrived. upon the. ground, and. as- 
sumed.the general direction of the affair, which had. 
‘thus far, been, left --entirely. in the hands .of, the; 
Corps commanders, es it was, indeed to a great ex-. 


tent, until. the close of the action, As the Commander-:, 


in-Chief: ing the lines of our troops inreserve, 
he was greeted with the enthusiastic. cheers, which : 
everywhere welcome his appearance—raising: his het 
as he. passed on with. all the, air. ofa Napoleons 
Taking his position near.a well; tothe, left.of where 
Gen. Caszy had his headquasters om the 3ist, he listen. 
ed to the statement {of bis Generals, received the re-. 
port of Aids coming fromthe scene.of, conflict. and, 
guided the action until near its. close. qu 


7 SHELLING THE ENEMY... ' 


Soon atter the. General’s, arrival one of the 
teries in front of Gens Ricnarpson’s position, on 
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Sioemenwtas es 


ee ae 
‘than I would have wished to make it ; 
powetrstthsrces Se hob hg 
ito procure any _ report of their aaionh. 
‘weason to get thié through, ....... 
THR ‘GENERAL RESULT.‘ : 
| Besscpanighaerea thenenat thin teidaie sereereen 
left, the result of dhe. day’s fight was grestly in 
ir favor. With a comparatively, small loss, we had 
driven the enemy as far beck as the} drove us on the ° 
faret Gay of Can Bovegdtines Sate Bat not, 


7 


railroad, opened fire on the: enemy ever the heads of || | 


our men, in. the woods and swamp between it and the 
enemy. -This wood, : hiding the rebels from sight, the 
fire of the battery was guided by the observations:of 
an officer stationed in a tree as a look-out, », After the’ 
enemy had been sufficiently stirred up by our shells, 
which were thrown somewhat. in. the. dark, another 
advance was ordered to drive the enemy again from 4 | 
their rifle-pits. and secure. the position which had 


been once taken m the morning, 
7 


ARRIVAL OF: REINFORCEMENTS. 
Meanwhilt the Second Brigade of Gen. Coven's 
Division, Kzrze’: Corps, under command of Gen. 
Paimszn, had advanced to the support of Gen. Hooxza, 
and two Napoleon guns, of Capt. Ds Russzr’s Battery, 
were tearing dewn the Williamsburgh road to take: 
part, if possible, in the action ‘which: had ‘thus :far 


) been conducted without the help of the artillery, ex-: 


cept such as had been derived from the somewhat un- 
certain iong range firing from the guns of Ricmaap- ° 
sows batteries, | With much exertion; Capt Dz Ros-: 


‘engagement, as was expected. ' 
; THE NIGHT AFTER THE BATTLE - 
| erate doe alee ina ane eas kaak fr sieplayed 
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"The heaviest attack, came shortly after gy ee 
‘when the enemy opened es: heavy fire of musketry, F again, and ¢ ive 
with what result I did not-Jearn. ‘After a fatiguing | ; . Owing to an t 
day, Ihad lain down at 11 for anap, and awoke y arreeain Me 
‘at 1. Shortly after,while sitting, ih asemi-somnambulic 
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snr succeeded in getting his guns through the swamp, but 


and to the front, where they rendered: efficient sér- 


‘vice in the second: assault on the enemy’s position, 


Great efforts were made by the enemy to secure 
these guns, but they failed before the determined de- 
fence of our troops placed te suppert them. 
Supported by.the fresh treops of Gen, Patan, 
Hooger’s men again pressed forward, and’ drove the 
enemy before them with 8 much less effort than be- 


fore, barely.a quarter of an. hour sufficing to: drives] ; 


them, for the second time, from their rifle pits, which. 
were occupied by our troops in force, who advanced 


still further on, hewever, to the woods beyond, where { | 


they held the enemy in check. 
It wae now after 5 o'clock, and Gem. Hooxsn having. 


* GEN! .KRARNEY's) DIViston. waite 
Wuhe Neen wuetien ‘Gen, Kasanrr had 
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